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Activity 1 TEFL.NET/EnglishClub.com
1. Get the students to read the questions through first and deal with any vocabulary questions that 

arise.
2. Do question one together in open class to get the ball rolling.
3. Let the students begin their conversation in pairs or small groups.
4. Monitor closely then stop the activity and elicit feedback.

Activity 2 TEFL.NET/EnglishClub.com
1. Get the students to do this exercise individually before checking in pairs..
2. Monitor closely then stop the activity and elicit feedback.

Answers: 1. a balanced diet  2. balance of power  3. lost his balance  4. balancing acts
a balanced view  6. hangs in the balance  7. well-balanced  8. to balance the books
9. bank balance  10. on balance

Activity 3 TEFL.NET/EnglishClub.com
1. Get the students to read the questions through first and deal with any

vocabulary questions that arise.
2. Do question one together in open class to get the ball rolling.
3. Let the students begin their conversation in pairs or small groups.
4. Monitor closely then stop the activity and elicit feedback.

Activity 4 TEFL.NET/EnglishClub.com
If your students don’t have access to computers in the classroom, set this for homework.
Answers: 1. a) funambulism is the word for the art of tightrope/highwire walking. 2.  c) 1859.

3. b) Two French highwire walkers are mentioned – Charles Blondin and Philippe Petit
4.  See below.

Quick Quiz

Read the clues below and write the solutions on a piece of paper. Then take the first letter of each answer 
and rearrange them to find a two-word phrase connected with this month's Talking Point subject: ‘On 
Balance’.

1. The ‘tightwire’ or ‘highwire’ is where a person walks along a ....TAUTLY.....stretched wire between 
two points. 

2. Funambulism, better known as tightrope walking, gained popularity as a ....CIRCUS. act.
3. Sometimes the act would even be performed without the ...BENEFIT... of a safety net to catch them 

if they fell.
4. Another type of balancing act is the ‘slackwire’. Here the wire or rope is not stretched tightly but 

hangs ...LOOSELY.. 
5. The most famous form of balancing act could well be the ‘skywalk’ which takes place outdoors in 

unusual situations – for example, between two skyscrapers or ..ACROSS... a canyon. 
6. ‘Highwire’ or ‘skywalking’ acts .....INVARIABLY.... attract a lot of attention from the public.
7. Born in 1824, Charles Blondin started life as Jean-Francois Gravelet. He adopted the name Charles 

Blondin later in life, perhaps as a ‘stage....NAME......’. 
8. Blondin began training as an ....ACROBAT.. at the age of 5 and in 1855 went to the United States.
9. From natural .GEOGRAPHICAL. features such as waterfalls and gorges, to man-made objects such 

as skyscrapers and suspension bridges, tightrope walkers have attempted to walk across them all.
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Activity 4 (Continued) TEFL.NET/EnglishClub.com

10. Records continue to be broken as highwire enthusiasts compete for the ...NEXT..... record attempt. 
11. Such is the .....APPEAL... of balancing acts that you can even book tightrope walkers to perform at 

private parties or corporate functions and business events.
12. A quick search on the Internet will reveal an astonishingly wide choice of act. You can ....CHOOSE.. 

from a variety of performances.

Answer: BALANCING ACT (B for Benefit [4],  A for Across [5], L for Loosely [4], A for Acrobat [8],
N for Name [7], C for Circus [2], I for Invariably [6],  N for Next [10], G for Geographical [9],
A for Appeal [11],  C for Choose [12], T for Tautly [1]).

Activity 5 TEFL.NET/EnglishClub.com
This activity can be set as homework to be followed up and consolidated in a future lesson generating more 
discussion. What did most students feel about the question? What reasons were put forward in each case? 
Did the students read anything which changed their minds on the topic? (etc.)

TEFL.NET/EnglishClub.com


