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Activity 1
Discuss the following questions with your partner.

1. Can you think of any famous people who are/were blind?
2. Do you know anyone who is blind? If so, how do they cope?
3. What charities exist for the blind in your country and what help do they provide for blind people?
4. In what ways does a guide dog help a blind person?
5. In Britain blind people sometimes have a white stick. Is it the same in your country?
6. What jobs do you think are suitable for blind people?
7. Did you ever play Blind Man’s Buff as a child? If so, how did you feel when wearing a blindfold?
8. Does your classroom/office have blinds to keep out the sun?

Activity 2
Complete the sentences with the following words in the correct form:

the blind leading the blind as blind as a bat a blind date   to have a blind spot for   to be blinded by

a blind alley to turn a blind eye blinding (x2)   a blind corner to be blind drunk to blind someone with

1. She knew her husband was eating too much and getting fat but she .........................to the fact.
2. She wanted to find a boyfriend so her brother arranged ..............for her with one of his colleagues.
3. He ....................... when he left the pub. He had drunk so much beer that he could hardly stand up.
4. That road is really dangerous. There is a sharp bend in the middle which you can’t see round. It’s 

............................. which is well-known locally.
5. We don’t trust our new manager. He seems to know as little about this new project as we do. It’s a case 

of.......................................
6. When we came out of the dark tunnel the daylight was............ We couldn’t see for several seconds.
7. The new line of investigation turned out to be......................... In spite of working very hard the 

detectives were no nearer finding the culprit.
8. ‘How was your English lesson?’   ‘Oh, it was..............................! Really excellent!’ 
9. My grandfather needs to wear glasses the whole time. He’s ......................................without them.
10. Our last teacher didn’t explain things very clearly. If you asked her a grammar question her answers 

were confusing and complicated. She .................................grammatical jargon.
11. It is impossible to reason with him. He dislikes his father so much that he .........................hatred.
12. They think their son is really good at football but actually he is just average. They have .................. his 

sporting ability.

Activity 3
Use the following questions to begin a conversation with your partner.

1. Have you ever been on a blind date? If so, what happened? If not, would you like to? Why/not?
2. Do you know anyone who has been blind drunk?
3. When you are driving, what do you do if you come to a blind corner? Are there any blind corners near 

where you live?
4. Do you know anyone who turns a blind eye to a situation instead of noticing what is really happening? 
5. Have you ever experienced a situation where you felt that the blind were leading the blind? (e.g. at work, 

travelling, in government, etc?)
6. Do you know anyone who you think is as blind as a bat without their glasses?
7. Have you ever had a teacher, manager or leader who blinded you with overly-complicated explanations? 

If so, what did you do?
8. What are the difficulties of trying to negotiate with groups of people who are blinded by hatred?
9. Who do you have a blind spot for? And who has a blind spot for you?
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Activity 4
Go to EnglishClub.com and click on the ‘TP Homework’ icon. Use the information you find there to answer 
the questions below.

1. Which of the following does the TP Homework mention?  A) Braille  B) Guide Dogs
2. According to the TP Homework, who was born in 1809?
3. What did Charles Barbier invent?
4. What is the answer to the Quick Quiz?

Activity 5

There are more important problems to deal with in the world than blindness. Discuss.

If you would like to express your opinion on this subject go to EnglishClub.com and click on the ‘TP 
Discussion’ icon to take part in the forum discussion there.
N.B. Netiquette! PLEASE CHANGE THE DEFAULT SUBJECT LINE TO INDICATE THE OPINIONS IN 
YOUR POST BECAUSE IN A BUSY THREAD IT HELPS PEOPLE DECIDE WHICH POSTS TO READ!
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