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1. Get the students to match the phobias with their descriptions. You could do one together as an example. 
2. Encourage students to guess if necessary. 
3. Elicit feedback. 

Answers: a 9   b 5   c 3   d 1   e 10   f 2   g 8   h 6   i 4   j 7 
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1. Get the students to choose the correct word in the sentences. 
2. Students work alone before checking in pairs or small groups. 
3. Stop the activity and elicit feedback.  

Answers: 1. scary  2. of  3. terrifying  4. frightened 
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1. Get a student to read the instructions out loud and check that the students understand them. 
2. Students work together. 
3. Stop the activity and elicit feedback. 

Answers: Arachnophobia (it helps to make these sentences positive: 1. claustrophobia is more common than 
brontophobia, 3. arachnophobia is more common than claustrophobia, 4. social phobia is more common than 
brontophobia, 5. arachnophobia is more common than social phobia)   
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1. Get the students to read the questions through first and deal with any vocabulary questions that arise. 
2. Do question one together in open class to get the ball rolling. 
3. Let the students begin their conversation in pairs or small groups. 
4. Monitor closely then stop the activity and elicit feedback. 
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If your students don’t have access to computers in the classroom, set this for homework. 
Answers: 1.  phobos    2.  b) Gestalt     3. See below. 
 

Quick Quiz 
 

Read the clues below and write the solutions on a piece of paper. Then take the first letter of each answer 
and rearrange them to find a word connected with this month's Talking Point subject: ‘Phobias’. 

 
1. Fear is a natural feeling, it is part of human…………NATURE…... 
2. Nevertheless, fear is only a useful tool in some situations. In others it can become a 

……CRIPPLING……emotion. 
3. The reasons for the development of other phobias, such as Social phobia (which includes fear of 

speaking in public) and ……AGORAPHOBIA……..(fear of open spaces and/or crowded places), are 
harder to explain. 

4. Some therapies ………INVOLVE….repeatedly exposing the sufferer to the stimulus in an effort to 
desensitize him/her. 

5. A phobia is not a phobia when it is a ‘……PREJUDICE….’ or ‘dislike’. 
 
Answer:    PANIC (P for Prejudice [5],  A for Agoraphobia [3],  N for Nature [1],  I for Involve [4],  

C for Crippling [2]). 
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This activity can be set as homework to be followed up and consolidated in a future lesson generating more 
discussion. What did most students feel about the question? What reasons were put forward in each case? Did the 
students read anything which changed their minds on the topic? (etc.) 
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